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EDITORIAL NOTES 
W veces tut « for Christ is one of the greatest privi- 


leges that a human being can enjoy. In our concep- 

tion of the Divine Being, the Lord of all, it may seem 
presumptuous to think that He should need our testimony, 
or that any of us could promote His glory. But He has 
created us for this very purpose, or, as the old catechism has it, 
“to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” “Ye are my wit- 
nesses, saith the Lord,” as we read in Isaiah xliii. As a 
witness can testify only to what is within personal knowledge 
—what he has seen or experienced—we have as the basis for 
our testimony the most glorious promises and declarations of 
God: “I have called thee by thy name; I have redeemed thee; 
thou art mine; fear not, for I am with thee; I, even I, am the 
Lord, and beside Me there is no Saviour. I am He that blot- 
teth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins.” That is God’s promise. That is the 
mission of Christ in this world, as the Apostle says in his letter 
to Timothy: “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” 
All who know that they are Christians and that their sins 
are forgiven can be witnesses for Him, testifying that He is 
able to save every person who will come to Him. The world 
does not know this, and will not know it until the redeemed 
of the Lord say so, and tell the story of redeeming love. 
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Power of Personal Testimony for Christ 


Many Christians feel hesitancy in bearing testimony to 
what the Lord has done for them because they have doubts as 
to whether their words will do any good to those to whom they 
are addressed. If their testimony were prompted merely by 
a desire to “make themselves heard” or to be “seen of men,” 
such apprehensions would not be without ground. But the 
promise to those sincerely desirous of bringing glory to God is: 
“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it,” and we are also told 
that “My word shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish the thing whereunto I sent it.” Therefore we may 
be sure that no word from our lips spoken in Christ’s name and 
for His glory shall fall to the ground, and be equally confident 
that by our testimony the good news of salvation from sin for 
all men through Christ, and Him alone, shall bring hope to the 
weary heart and peace to the troubled soul. Such testimony 
can run on very simple lines: Jesus has power on earth to 
forgive sins; He asks all men to come to Him direct for salva- 
tion, promising to give them rest; “I heard His voice, turned 
away from all that I felt to be wrong, and believed that He 
heard my prayer for pardon; I have received the assurance in 
my soul that in Him I am reconciled to God; He has done 
great things for me, whereof I am glad.” 

Such testimony will be helpful to every one who knows not 
the way of salvation, and especially to Roman Catholics who 
know the wrong way by dependence upon priestly sacraments. 


Rome’s Monopoly of the Road to Heaven 


The increase of wealth in the United States has led to the 
enrichment of the great corporations, and some of them have 
established monopolies of even the necessaries of life. Not one 
of them, however, has sought to pass beyond the term of this 
mortal existence—except the Roman Catholic Church, which 
claims to have a monopoly of the road to Heaven. It is the 
teaching of that Church that there is no salvation outside its 
fold. Catholics who are becoming ashamed of this doctrine 
try to explain it away, saying that through “invincible igno- 
rance” there may be salvation for some good people, who 
because of their virtues may belong to “the soul of the 
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Church.” And the possessors of such virtues are usually the 
“accommodating Protestants” who are not only courteous to 
the people, but contribute generously to the institutions of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Good-hearted Catholics who know 
well what the doctrine of their Church is in this respect, can 
be heard saying, “Oh, well, perhaps Mr. Brown may be able 
to slip into Heaven unbeknownst to the priest!” 

But still, and through all, the Roman Church claims to 
have a monopoly of the qualifications for entrance into 
Heaven, and to have received a patent right from St. Peten 
for the same. Poor Peter never intended that his teachings, 
which make the way to Heaven clear for all Christians, 
should be monopolized by his bogus successors; and surely 
he did not dream of letting out a patent for the Christiani 
doctrine. It is one of our American poets who has written: 

“God bless the man who first invented sleep!” 
So Sancho Panza said, and so say I: 
And bless him, also, that he didn’t keep 
His great discovery to himself; nor try 
To make it—as the lucky fellow might— 
A close monopoly by patent-right. 


Converts From Rome are Good Citizens 

One of the first things Catholics learn when they renounce 
Romanism is that they can be Christians, followers of the 
Lord Jesus, that their sins can be forgiven by Him who, seeing 
their faith, said to so many persons—the man sick of the palsy, 
the woman who was a sinner, and others—“Your sins are for- 
given,” and that he is able to keep them from falling into evil 
ways, and to guard and to guide them as the shepherd pre- 
serves the flock. 

It is fear, not love, that keeps so many Catholics in subjec- 
tion to Rome, and ignorance of the Gospel is the mother of 
this fear. When, therefore, they know their rights in the 
divine economy, and that they can come boldly unto the 
throne of Grace, pleading the merits of Christ, and the blood 
that He shed for the remission of sins, they care naught for 
the sacerdotal threats of refusing absolution. A Catholic who 
voted for an “apostate from the faith” at the November elec- 
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tion may be told by some priest that he has committed a mortal 
sin. But he knows better, for he cast his ballot for an upright, 
able man who is a better citizen and a better Christian for 
being a good Protestant. 


Tammany Hall and the Roman Church Feudal Institutions 

Mr. Otto Bannard, the Republican candidate, last Novem- 
ber, for the mayoralty of New York, said of Tammany Hall 
in a public speech: “It is a modern feudal institution, and 
its work is going on all the time.” There is much truth in 
the description which shows how foreign any such organiza- 
tion must be to the genius and spirit of all our American in- 
stitutions. And as Tammany Hall is in all respects a typical- 
ly Roman Catholic body, the same term applies with equal 
force to the Roman Church in this country. There are some 
Protestants and Jews who are Democrats in principle and 
members of Tammany Hall, but hitherto the Roman Catholics 
in large numbers have been affiliated with that organization. 

The essence of feudalism was the absolute subjection of 
each man in the community to the representative of the feu- 
dal lord next above him, the feudal lord himself holding all 
he possessed from the sovereign, who in theory, owned all 
“the soil” and everything upon it. 

This is the most prominent characteristic of the Roman 
Church to-day, the Pope being much more than the feudal 
lord to all the members of the hierarchy, because he claims 
in addition to their fealty in temporal things, to be the mouth- 
piece of God to them, whose words cannot even be challenged 
—much less contradicted or disobeyed. We sometimes see 
the word “spiritual” applied to allegiance, as if spiritual 
allegiance were something not antagonistic to American 
ideals. As a matter of fact it is not only “temporal” allegi- 
ance but temporal allegiance plus an allegiance which 
acknowledges far greater power over the vassal than any 
merely feudal authority. And this is the kind of allegiance 
acknowledged by thousands of men in the employ of every 
department of this Government, who, if they continue obedient 
to their feudal and spiritual lord, the Pope, and his under-lords 
in the hierarchy, may be the cause of trouble to the Republic. 
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No More ‘Secrets of the Confessional’’ 


The decision regarding the secrets of the confessional of 
Judge Frank C. Milliken, in the District Court of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., which was referred to in the November Converted 
Catholic, has caused consternation among the holy Roman 
confessors, who thought they were secure from the observation 
of the outside public in the privacy of their confessional boxes. 
The outraged husband, Manuel Amancio, sued the Rev. 
Manuel De Souza Travassos, a Portuguese priest, for order- 
ing his wife to leave him, because she had confessed that she 
had been married only by a civil ceremony, according to the 
laws of the State of Massachusetts. “You are not married 
at all,” said the priest in the confessional box to the penitent, 
“and are living in sin with your husband until you are married 
according to the rules of the Church.” When the poor woman 
told her husband, he was very angry, and sued the priest for 
damages, which the Court granted. In his defense the priest 
said he was privileged in what he said in th: confessional, but 
Judge Milliken said he was not. Mrs. Amancio continues to 
live with her husband, and will never again go to confession 
to a priest. The sigillum, or seal of confession, does not bind 
priests in their conferences. The people should remember 
that, and confess their sins to Christ alone, 


The Excommunication of a City 


The interdict or excommunication of the city of Adria in 
Italy, which was reftrred to in the November Converted 
Catholic, had most serious consequences for the people who 
rely upon the Roman Catholic Church for salvation. There 
was no mass in any church, the cathedral was closed, no re- 
ligious function of any kind was held. The dead were borne 
privately to the grave, and there were no public baptisms or 
absolutions. The city was placed under interdict because a 
crowd of people attacked th: bishop on the street with sticks 
and stones for removing the archives from the cathedral. 
Surely those Roman Catholics who believe that the bishops 
and priests have the power to give or withhold salvation or 
send them to perdition with—or without—sacraments are as 


much in need of Gospel truth as any heathen in China or 
Korea. 





406 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIG 


President Taft Must Be on His Guard 


Unlike his predecessor, Mr. Roosevelt, President William 
H. Taft has not appointed many Roman Catholics to high of- 
ficial positions since he entered the White House last March. 
He is a different man from Theodore Roosevelt, the greatest 
friend of the Roman Catholic Church we ever had in the 
Government of the United States, and a far saner and safer 
Chief Magistrate. But if President Taft shall continue to 
hold the respect and admiration of the American people he 
must be careful not to fall into the traps of the Jesuits; and 
if he wants a second term in the Presidency he. must avoid 
the snares set for his unwary feet by those astute political 
ecclesiastics who claim the right and power to rule and gov- 
ern all things in heaven and on earth. 


The Roman Church in French Politics 

A Congress of Roman Catholics recently held at Toulouse, 
France, under the presidency of Archbishop Marty, adopted 
resolutions outlining a political programme, demanding, 


among other things, the restitution of the Church property 
forfeited by the refusal of the Pope to allow the French 
clergy to obey the Separation Law. Archbishop Cabriére, 
of Montpelier, said: “We must become political as well as 
religious chiefs, as are the bishops of other countries.” 

The Roman bishops in America are using the various Cath- 
olic societies here in one general federation for political pur- 
poses, but they are less honest than their French brethren, 
and are not so outspoken. They have the same purpose in 
their hearts, but lack the courage to face the possible conse- 
quences of making that purpose known to the people at large. 
This accounts for the steady output of sermons, addresses, 
interviews, newspaper and magazine articles and books, all 
for the purpose of throwing dust in the eyes of the American 
people. It is only a question of time when the Federated 
Catholic Societies organized and controlled by the hierarchy 
with the definite purpose of obtaining and using the balance 
of power in American politics, will cause trouble in the United 
States. 
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Great Gathering of French Protestants 


A dispatch from Paris, November 1, 1909, said: “Five thou- 
sand French Protestants to-day celebrated the fourth cen- 
tenary of the birth of John Calvin with exercises in Trocadero 
Hall. Among those present was the American Consul-General, 
Mr. Frank H. Mason.” This must have been the largest gath- 
ering of Protestants that Paris has seen in hundreds of years— 
certainly since the days of Charles IX and St. Bartholomew. 
Such a meeting is a hopeful sign, and it is pleasant to note that 
the American Consul-General honored himself in according a 
public recognition to the life and work of John Calvin. One 
thing is certain: the salvation of France is contained in the 
doctrines of Calvin, in which the vital truths of the pure Gospel 
are clearly stated. They will be welcomed by the people of 
that beautiful country which has done so much for the cause 


of religious liberty everywhere by its severance of all official 
connection with the Papal system. 


Spain's Tribulation—** Clericalism, Behold the Enemy!” 

The New York Tribune is one of the most conservative pa- 
pers in the United States and usually represents the very 
best American opinion on current affairs. It is all the more 
gratifying to those who desire the emancipation of the Cath- 
olic peoples from the yoke of Rome to find the following 
plainspoken concluding paragraph in an editorial on October 
22, concerning the fall of the Maura Cabinet after the mur- 
der of Ferrer: 


Spain needs not reaction but rational progress; not yielding 
to the mob, but certainly not subservience to Clericalism. It 
is not clear just how far the new Prime Minister, Moret y 
Prendergast, is capable of playing in Spain the part which 
Waldeck-Rousseau or Clemenceau played in France, but such 
a man is to-day the kingdom’s greatest need. 


SERVICES IN CHRIST’S MISSION 
331 West 57th Street, New York 


The chapel of Christ’s Mission was filled at every service 
during the month of November. Pastor O’Connor preached 
every Sunday, and each service was follow:d by testimonies 
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which were helpful and inspiring. Two Catholic ladies who 
had been educated in convents expressed their pleasure at 
hearing the Gospel preached in directness and simplicity, with 
illustrations of the inadequacy of the Roman system. They 
now rejoiced in knowing Christ as their Saviour and Friend. 

At the service on November 21, which was a continuation 
of the meetings in connection with the Thirtieth Anniversary 
of the work of Christ’s Mission, Pastor O’Connor asked that 
special prayers be offered for the payment of the debt on 
the Mission building. All that has been done has been a work 
of faith and labor of love, and it would be a crowning blessing 
of this Thirtieth Anniversary if the debt on this fine property, 
so centrally located, could be paid this year. During all these 
years past, he said, he had not appealed personally to people 
of wealth, or wearied with importunity the Christian friends 
who were interested in the work. It had been sustained by 
their voluntary contributions, and God’s blessing had attended 
their gifts. The spiritual blessings that have attended the 
work and the material development in the acquisition of the 
Mission building are evidences of the good investment made 
by the friends whose prayers and gifts have contributed to 
these results. Large contributions are now needed. 

Since the beginning of Christ’s Mission in New York in 
1879 by the present director, Pastor James A. O’Connor, who 
had been a Roman Catholic priest for several years, the in- 
fluence of this work for the conversion of Roman Catholics to 
the evangelical faith and the instruction of Protestants regard- 
ing the false doctrines of the Church of Rome and the Jesuiti- 
cal intrigues of the hierarchy, has been far-reaching, both in 
this country and in other lands. Thousands of Catholics, 
among them one hundred and fifty priests, have been enlight- 
ened and accepted the Protestant faith. With the Mission 
building clear of debt much more can be accomplished for the 


salvation of souls and the protection of our country from the 
machinations of Rome. 

A statement of the present indebtedness on the Mission 
building will be sent to all friends who may be interested in 
the work and whose hearts may be inclined to codperate in the 
payment of this debt at this time. All contributions will be 
thankfully received and promptly acknowledged. 
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PRIESTS AT CHRIST’S MISSION 


ROM time to time the New York daily papers contain 
F accounts of the conversions of Roman Catholic priests 

to Protestantism, though usually they do not give as 
much space to these conversions—numerous as they are—as to 
the few cases of the Episcopal ritualistic ministers wHo go over 
to Rome. Many of the priests who have been converted in 
Christ’s Mission have received favorable notice in the daily 


The Rev. Andrew Bongarzone 


press; and it was in keeping with the New York Herald’s 
reputation for enterprise that in its issue of October 31, 1909, 
the following item of news appeared: 


PRIEST BECOMES LUTHERAN PASTOR 


Lutheran clergymen in this city have received official 
notices from the officers of the Synod of New York stating 
that the Rev. Andrew Bongarzone, formerly a priest of the 
Roman Catholic Church, has been ordained as a minister of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church. The ordination took place 
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at the annual meeting of the Synod at Schenectady, October 
15. The announcement is signed by the Rev. George U. 
Wenner, pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, No. 406 East 
Nineteenth Street, president of the Synod; the Rev. H. M. 
Oberholtzer and the Rev. H. G. Datton, secretaries. 

The Rev. Mr. Bongarzone is at present organizing an 
Italian Protestant congregation at West Hoboken, N. J., 
under the direction of Bethany Lutheran Church, in Gillies 
Avenue, of which the Rev. Edwin Dingman is rector. In 
time the organizer hopes to have this become an independent 
church. 

Father Bongarzone, as he was then called, came from Italy 
to this country three years ago. He withdrew from his old 
faith under the influence of the Rev. James A. O’Connor, of 
Christ’s Mission, No. 331 West Fifty-seventh Street. Mr. 
Bongarzone is the first Italian clergyman of any denomination 
who has been assigned by the Lutheran Synod for missionary 
work among his countrymen. 


A gentleman well acquainted with the subject of immigra- 
tion and the problems presented by it, recently told Pastor 
O’Connor that if Christ’s Mission had done nothing else dur- 
ing all the years of its existence than set in motion the pow- 
erful missionary energy of the great Lutheran Church—the 
largest Protestant denomination in the world—for the evan- 


gelization of the Italians, all the labor performed was abun- 
dantly justified. 


The following is a copy of Mr. Bongarzone’s certificate of 
ordination: 


In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 
To all unto whom these present shall come 
Be it known that Andrew Bongarzone, of New York City, 
having sustained a satisfactory examination made by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of New York 
as to his fitness and qualifications for the Gospel ministry, in 
accordance with the constitutional requirements of the Synod, 
and receiving and holding the Holy Scrivtures as the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice, and the Augsburg Con- 
fession as a correct exhibition of the fundamental doctrines 
of the Divine Word, and of the Faith of the Church founded 
upon that Word, and having made a solemn promise to de- 
vote himself with conscientious fidelity to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry, was duly ordained as a Minister of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, by the laying on of hands, 
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according to the order of the General Synod, in Schenectady, 
N. Y., on the r5th day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and nine. 


In testimony whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our 
names and affixed the seal of Synod. 


G. U. Wenner, President. 
[Seal] H. M. Oberholtzer, Secretary. 
H. G. Dattan, Secretary. 


Conversion of Rev. Alexander Sabene 


This gentleman, whose portrait shows him to be a man of 
fine intelligence, was a member of the Capuchin Order in 
Rome until he came to New York where he received faculties 
in this archdiocese, duly signed by Gh. Ferrante, Archbishop 
Farley’s secretary for the Italians. Ferrante’s faculties to 
the Rev. Thomas Barbieri—another priest converted in 
Christ’s Mission, in 1908—were published in fac-simile in 
The Converted Catholic for December, 1908. Mr. Barbieri 
is now a missionary to his Italian brethren in connection 
with the Reformed (Dutch) Church, at Union Hill, N. J. 

During the last twenty years twenty-eight Italian priests 
have been received into Christ’s Mission out of the Roman 
Catholic Church, nearly all of whom brought faculties signed 
by Dr. Ferrante, whose handwriting is now quite familiar 
to the workers in Christ’s Mission. 

In the December Converted Catholic there was also a fac- 
simile of a letter from Ferrante to Mr. Barbieri, inviting him 
to return to the priesthood for advancement in the parochial 
work of the Church. The priests who have come out of 
Roman Catholicism, however, have all been true to the light 
of conscience and held fast to their faith in Christ and the 
religion of the Bible as taught in Christ’s Mission. 

Since Mr. Sabene came to Christ’s Mission last month he 
has given much satisfaction by his earnest desire to study 
the Bible and learn the simple evangelical faith. With 
the aid of an Italian Christian lawyer of this city, a truly 
converted man, he prepared a statement of his reasons for 
leaving the Roman Church, which he read at the services in 
Christ’s Mission, November 7, in which he said: 





Rev. Alexander Sabene 
A Roman Catholic Priest, Converted in Christ’s Mission, 
New York, November, 1goo. 
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ADDRESS BY REV. A. SABENE 

I have been a Roman Catholic priest since 1895, and until 
recently I have been zealous in that Church, thinking it was 
the true Church of Christ. It is certified to be so by the 
Pope himself, who granted me permission to come to Amer- 
ica and here discharge my priestly duties. But recently I 
began to doubt the teaching of the Church of Rome, and then 
I investigated the Holy Bible, of which I had never heard 
anything good, and which I looked upon as an enemy of 
mankind. As I studied it more and more, I came to the con- 
clusion that the Church of Rome is not the true Church of 
Christ. 

It soon became evident to me that if Christ is the corner- 
stone of His Church, the Pope’s supremacy is gone. If faith 
in Christ brings the forgiveness of every sin, there is no 
need for auricular confession. If Christ is the High Priest 
forever, who once for all made a sacrifice for sin, to redeem 
all mankind, there is no need for the mass. If the believer 
is justified by faith in Christ, the doctrine of salvation by 
works, as taught by Rome, falls to the ground. 

It is impossible to reconcile the Roman theory of purga- 
tory with the Bible declaration that whosoever believes in 
Christ has everlasting life. 

The Roman practice of the invocation of saints and angels 
must be wrong, because God told Moses that His people 
were to worship no other God but Him. 

These are some of the reasons why I leave the Roman 
Church, and I thank God for havirg helped me to discern 
the true way of salvation through faith in the finished work 
of Christ, as I see it plainly set forth in the Bible. 

But, having found out these things, how could I become 
a useful worker in the Christian field? I was perplexed 
and did not know where to go. I saw nothing before me 
but unhappiness if I stayed in the Roman Church, and pov- 
erty if I left it. But even through that gloomy outlook the 
light of Jesus shined in my way; and through some friends 
I heard of Rev. James A. O’Connor and the work of Christ’s 
Mission, where so many priests have been welcomed out of 
the Church of Rome and helped to useful and happy lives. 
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So I came here, and I thank God for the friendship and in- 
struction and help I have received. 

i was brought up to be a priest from early years, and soon 
discovered that the authorities of the Roman Church hated 
the Italian Government because it ruled United Italy, and 
because it had taken away the Temporal Power from the 
Pope. If I, as a priest, should have shown any loyalty to the 
Government of my country, or its flag, the Church authorities 
gave me to understand that I should go to hell for doing 
so; and as I believed, with all Roman Catholics, that the 
Pope had the key of the place of eternal suffering, of course 
my mouth was closed. 

But even in those years I often felt that I was an Italian 
as well as a priest, and I found out that the Italian people 
had made great progress in trade and commerce and pros- 
perity since they had destroyed the Temporal Power of the 
Pope. Sometimes when I thought of the past history of 
Italy and of the splendor and magnificence of the different 
Italian republics and states in the Middle Ages, I wondered 
whether it was the supremacy of the Pope over all their 
rulers that had brought them down to poverty, squalor and 
illiteracy; and of course I now know that this was the chief 
cause of their decay and ruin. In science and poetry, in 
law and medicine, the children of Italy had greatly dis- 
tinguished themselves in years gone by, and when I dis- 
covered that since 1870 there had been a great revival in all 
these, as well as in education and commerce, I was glad of 
it, though I often felt sorry that I could not take part in the 
movements that were doing my nation so much good. The 
climate of my country is as beautiful and the natural re- 
sources are as great as ever, and when all the people are 
delivered from the Papal yoke, and enjoy the blessings of 
education and culture that all Protestant nations possess, my 
beloved country will do her full share in the progress of the 
world, and will do it well. 

Even as things are, however, I am glad that Italy has 
made such progress that she has for many years been counted 
one of the Great Powers of Europe by England and France 
and Germany and Austria, as she had not been before 1870. 
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I knew in a general way that England and the United 
States were much more powerful and rich than any Catholic 
country, and that they were Protestant nations where the 
people were free; so at last I determined to come to America 
where I also might be free. 

Having begun to think about my country, I went on to 
think about myself, and to wonder if the Roman Church was 
right in all that it taught. In the Bible I found Christ in- 
viting everybody to come to Him direct, without any priest 
or Church at all, and I discovered that I not only had great 
need to accept that invitation for myself, but that as a priest 
I was hindering Roman Catholics from going to Him by 
hearing their confessions myself and giving them absolution, 
while I doubted whether I really had the power to forgive 
their sins. 

As an honorable man I saw it was impossible for me to 
continue in such a false position, and that is why I have come 
to Christ’s Mission. 


I hope Christian friends will pray for me. There are many 


priests and monks in the Roman Catholic Church who would 
leave it like me if they knew what to do afterward. 


Letter from a Former Nun 


It is always a pleasure to hear the testimonies of ladies who 
have been in convents, and who, having come out of those 
ecclesiastical prisons, now enjoy the experience of happy 
Christians. 

It is an equal pleasure to receive a letter like the following: 

—, California, November 16, 1909. 

“Dear Sir:—Having in my possession the November num- 
ber of The Converted Catholic I enclose ten cents for the copy 
for October. Being also a converted Catholic and having been 
a nun, I would like to have the copy for January also to com- 
plete my set. E. F. A.” 

We shall send this lady a copy of Miss Moult’s new book, 
“The Escaped Nun,” which may inspire her also to relate 
some of her experiences in convent life. 
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FROM AND TO ROME 

In the same page of the New York Herald (October 31) 
that referred to Mr. Bongarzone’s Lutheran ordination, 
there appeared an account of the reception into the Roman 
Church at Garrisons, N. Y., of several members of a ritualistic 
society, made up of one “Father Paul” and his followers— 
male and female. This queer “Father” had no standing with 
any party in the Episcopal Church, and he will have still 
less in that to which he has done. He had established a 
small pseudo-monastic community which neither the late 
Bishop Potter nor Bishop Greer had sanctioned. 

Readers of The Converted Catholic will remember that 
last summer a dozen young ministers of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, members of a “high church” fraternity, 
went over to Rome. Some of these have already returned 
to Protestantism, and the others will follow them as soon 
as they can, if they have any common sense. So it will be 
with Father Paul and his so-called monks and nuns. 

In the same week that these events occurred, the New 
York Churchman announced that the Rev. F. S. E. Devona, 
a Roman Catholic priest, had been received into the ministry 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Michigan. Only a 
few weeks previously the same paper stated that Rev. Ru- 
dolph W. Nickel, who had been assistant priest in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of St. Joseph, 404 East Eighty-seventh 
Street, New York City, of which Very Rev. Monsignor An- 
thony Lammel is rector, had also been received into the same 
diocese of Michigan by the Protestant Episcopal Bishop, 
Right Rev. Dr. Charles D. Williams. This young priest, 
Mr. Nickel, was at Christ’s Mission last summer. 

Mr. Devona was at Christ’s Mission some years ago when 
he wrote several articles explaining his reasons for leaving 
the Roman Catholic Church. His portrait in the habit of the 
Dominican Order, of which he was a member, and a sketch 
of his life, appeared in The Converted Catholic for April of 
this year. The Rev. J. A. Ryan, a priest of Chicago, who came 
to Christ’s Mission last April, has also been received into the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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Funeral of the Marquise des Monstiers- 
Merinville 


On Wednesday, November 1o, at 4 P. M., a brief funeral 
service of the Protestant Episcopal Church was held in the 
mortuary chapel of Grace Church, Broadway, New York City, 
for the late Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville, who was for- 
merly Miss Mary Gwendolin Caldwell, and who died October 
5, on board the German steamer Kronprinzessin Cecilie, as the 
vessel entered the harbor of New York. The body had been 
kept in an undertaker’s establishment in Hoboken, N. J., await- 
ing the arrival from Europe of the Baroness von Zedtwitz, 
the sister of the deceased lady, and the only member of the 
Caldwell family now living. Only a few friends of the family, 
besides the Baroness von Zedtwitz and her young son, the 
present Baron von Zedtwitz, were present at Grace Church, 

In October, 1904, the Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville 
created some sensation both in this country and in Europe by 
her public renunciation of Roman Catholicism, which con- 
cluded with the words: “At last my honest Protestant blood 
has asserted itself, and I now forever repudiate and cast off 
the yoke of Rome.” 

The Marquise died in the Protestant faith; and the interment 
took place in the Protestant Cemetery in Louisville, Ky., after 
the service of the Protestant Episcopal Church, conducted by 
the Right Rev. Charles E. Woodcock, Bishop of Kentucky. 

The Baroness von Zedtwitz, who was with her sister for the 
week before the departure of the latter from Europe, declares 
that the Marquise was most decided in her expressions of 
adherence to the Protestant faith and in her resolve to empha- 
size to the last her renunciation of Roman Catholicism, into 
which the Caldwell sisters were lured in their youth. 


Rome’s Doctrines and Policies 
A great work in a small compass—a veritable mu!tum in 
parvo—has been published by the Baroness von Zedtwitz on 
her experiences and observations of Roman Catholicism, with 
the title: “The Double Doctrine of the Church of Rome.” 
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In the preface the gifted writer says: 


Before making public my renunciation of the doctrines of 
the Roman Church, I have considered the question from 
many sides; and the opinions which I now hold are not the 
outcome of an ephemeral fancy, nor yet of animosity. 

My intimate connection with the Catholic religion, but 
especially with the hierarchy both in America and Europe, 
has brought me into near touch with not only the secret and 
inner workings of the Roman Church, but also with the doc- 
trines by which it is governed. 

In childhood and early womanhood, without palliating the 
unchristian conduct of almost all the prelates with whom I 
came in contact, I never ceased to hope and believe that when 
womanhood had ripened my judgment, the apparent incon- 
sistencies would be fully explained and the truth become 
evident to me. To this period of enlightenment I confidently 
looked forward. . . . But Church politics had other uses 
for my co-operation than in the futile searching for Christ’s 
Divine Spirit within its body. 


A Great and Learned Protestant 

The death of Henry Charles Lea, of Philadelphia, the dis- 
tinguished historian, on October 24, called forth expressions 
of high praise for his learning from the press. His best known 
works are “Superstition and Force,’ “History of the In- 
quisition,” “History of the Confessional,” and “Clerical Celi- 
bacy.” The Roman Catholic papers made much of the fact 
that Mr. Lea’s grandfather, Matthew Carey, was the first 
Catholic publisher in the United States, and that early in the 
nineteenth century the members of two large Roman Catholic 
churches in Philadelphia went over bodily to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. The leaders in this movement were a 
priest, Father Hogan, Matthew Carey and the Lea family; 
and their descendants have continued good Protestants. 

From Wisconsin.—I think you have been very lenient to 
the Papacy. _ You ought to take off your gloves occasionally 
and give it a good shoulder blow now and again. I wish you 
could start another Christ’s Mission in Scotland, my native 
land. I hope the Lord will raise up another John Knox to 
resist the aggressions of Rome; however, you are doing much 
the same work in this country. God bless you. a. 

All right! The gloves are off! You'll see in Volume XXVII 
(1910) if we do not “pitch into Popery” more than ever. 
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The Invasion of Nuns 

Since the expulsion of the Roman Catholic monks and nuns 
from the schools in France a few years ago for their refusal 
to obey the law of the country that required Government 
supervision and control, great numbers of these rebellious 
religious propagandists of Romanism have settled in this 
country and in Great Britain. Not a week passes without a 
transfer of some large property in a most desirable location 
being recorded in their favor. Several fine buildings, hotels 
and private schools, with many acres attached, have come into 
the possession of these Orders. In the New York World, 
October 31, 1909, we find the following dispatch under the 
heading “First Religious Order to Settle in the Catskills”: 

Kingston, N. Y., Oct. 30.—The first religious order to make 
its home in the Catskill Mountains is that of the Sisters of St. 
Ursula of the Blessed Virgin, which has bought the old Trem- 
per House property at Phoenicia, where a home for the Sisters 
will be erected. 

The Tremper House was one of the pioneer summer hotels 
of the Catskills, but was sold about eight years ago to the Nor- 
drach Milk and Rest Cure Sanitarium Company. Later it 
again became a hotel, known as the Washington Inn. Thirty- 
five acres are comprised in the tract, which occupies a com- 
manding location on the mountainside above Phoenicia. Part 
of the property borders the Esopus Creek as it emerges trom 
the Big Indian Valley. 

RECAPTURE OF A 13-YEAR-OLD CHILD 

The Roman Catholic convents are really prisons, from which 
poor inmates often try to escape. We read in the New York 
World, October g, 1909: 

Passengers in a Third avenue “L” train last evening were 
excited by the actions of a woman and a young girl who got 
on at Houston street. The girl was crying and the woman 
was trying to make her stop. Some one whispered that the 
girl was being kidnapped, and Police Sergt. Donnelly took 
both to the One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Street Station. 
There the woman said she was Miss Mary Murray of the 
House of the Holy Family, No. 136 Second avenue, and she 
was taking the girl, Nellie McHa'e, thirteen years old, to 
the Sisters of the Divine Compassisn at No. 52 East One 
Hundred and Twenty-sixth street. 

She said the girl had been in charge of the sisters for some 
time. The police found this was true. 
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The English Escaped Nun 


The English people will hear a good deal about the evils 
and iniquities of convent life this fall and winter, because Miss 
Madge Moult, whose escape from the aristocratic convent at 
Bergholt, Essex, created such a sensation last spring, has al- 
ready made a number of public addresses on that subject and 
will deliver many others this season. The Converted Catholic 
has frequently referred to this lady’s escape from the convent. 

‘The English Churchman, September 23, reported her ad- 
‘dress at the Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh, Scotland, before a great 
audience on September 15. Our contemporary said Miss 
Moult spoke for two hours on life in the convent. 


She stated that she had always had an ambition to be a nun, 
and as a small child used to dress herself up as one, and go and 
pray in retired places. She had not been very long in the 
monastery, however, when she discovered that the nuns were 
very human indeed. Everything that was mean and selfish 
syas found there. The novice mistress mistrusted the novices, 
and the novices mistrusted each other. There was no sort of 
privacy, and they were treated worse than scullery-maids. 
Although the Superiors preached a great deal about mortifica- 
tion of the flesh, they never practised it. Matters reached 
such a stage at last that the procuratrix sent for the Bishop to 
come and inspect the convent. He came, listened to the com- 
plaints, made a tour with the Abbess as guide, and went away 
again, but although she believed he had given instructions 
there was no alteration in the system. Although a bishop 
was supposed to visit the monasteries under his care once a 
year, this was the first time an inspection had been carried out 
for eighteen years in the Bergholt Convent. The place was 
afterwards made so hot for the nuns by petty tyranny that 
they dared not call their lives their own. 

Miss Moult spoke in Glasgow on September 17, and returned 
to Edinburgh for three addresses on September 19, when the 
Queen’s Hall was filled to overflowing and hundreds were un- 
able to obtain admission. The London Protestant Alliance 
made the arrangements for more lectures, which continued 
through the months of October and November. 


Miss Moult, or Dame Maurus, as she was called in the con- 
vent, has written a most interesting account of her escape, in 
a volume of 300 pages, published by the great London firm, 
Cassell and Company. The price is 50 cents, post free. 





Margaret Mary Moult (Dame Maurus) 
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The Converted Catholic Appreciated 


In the October issue of The Review and Expositor, the 
learned quarterly issued by the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., is the following review of The Con- 
verted Catholic, Volume XXV (1908), by one of the Editors, 
Rev. Dr. W. O. Carver: 


“For twenty-five years this monthly magazine has been pub- 
lished by the pastor of Christ’s Mission, New York. It is con- 
ducted on a high plane, free from the cheap abuse of the Cath- 
olic Church and clergy often to be met with in those who, like 
the editor and worker, have had bitter experience of the en- 
slaving spirit of the Church. The aim of ministering the 
Gospel in the spirit of Christ for those who need the freedom 
of the spirit that is denied in the Catholic Church actuated the 
whole work of the Mission and of the Magazine. Those who 
want to keep posted concerning all the movements of the evan- 
gelical trend within the Catholic Church and from it, as well as 
with efforts for the conversion of Catholics, will find here their 
best medium of current information. There is distinct propa- 
gandism against Catholic political aggressions in America, 
but it is a frank, manly propagandism, not violent and extrava- 
gant.” 


Such a good magazine should be well supported. 


The Converted Catholic. Volume XXV. January to Decem- 
ber, 1908. Rev. James A. O’Connor, editor. ($1.25.) 

This is a most interesting volume, dealing, as it does, with 
the developments within the Catholic Church for a year by 
one who was once on the inside, and naturally holds the key 
to the understanding of present events. The volume contains 
much that is valuable concerning the papal encyclical against 
modernism and the law of separation between the Church 
and State in France. It is rich in contributed articles, and 
though anti-Catholic, is sanely if vigorously edited. The 
editor has been a mission worker in New York City for thirty 
years, and during these years he has received one hundred 
and fifty priests out of the Church of Rome.—Western Chris- 
tian Advocate, Cincinnati, Ohio, November 10, 1gog. 
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The Murder of Francesco Ferrer 


N Thursday, October 13, 1909, in the fortress of Mont- 
Q juich, Barcelona, Spain, Francesco Ferrer was shot 

to death in execution of the sentence of a court-martial. 
His real crime was that of carrying on a number of “modern 
schools,” in which no religious teaching was given, though 
the charge against him was that of participating in anti-cleri- 
cal riots that took place last summer in Barcelona. His death 
was brought about by the machinations of the Jesuits. 

Professor Ferrer was born in Spain, but was educated in 
France and England, and he devoted his life to the liberation 
of his country from the superstition and ignorance into which 
it has been plunged by the representatives of Rome. 

The volley that killed Ferrer seemed to arouse the lovers 
of liberty in every city in France and Italy. The Mayor of 
Rome posted up an official expression of sorrow for the exe- 
cution, on black-edged paper. Great indignation meetings 
took place in Milan, Florence and Rome. In many cities all 
work was suspended for over two days, even stores and 
restaurants being closed. In Florence the name of Arch- 
bishopric Street was changed to that of Francesco Ferrer. 

The whole press of both France and Italy condemned the 
outrage, and being well acquainted with the ways of Rome, 
those papers placed the blame where it rightly belongs—on 
the clericals, especially the Jesuits,—expressing their indigna- 
tion in vigorous terms. German and British newspapers of 
influence expressed similar sentiments. 

In England the Liberal papers regard Ferrer as a martyr 
of the anti-clerical cause, and The Daily News of London 
says that he will not have died in vain, because the blood 
of martyrs is the seed of liberty as well of the Church. 

Perhaps, however, the most important press comment of 
all was that made by the Spanish ministerial organ in Madrid 
—Heraldo—which said, on the eve of the downfall of the 
Maura or Clerical Cabinet: 


It is not by muskets, or scaffolds, or by reviving the laws 
of another age, that the present evils are to be cured; there 
is a remedy for them, and that a heroic one, which the pa- 
tient himself craves, and this remedy is called liberty. 
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Our esteemed contributor, Charles Eaton, of Waterloo, 
N. H., writes: “On October 3, Ferrer wrote to William Hea- 
ford, a friend in London: ‘Is there any pleasure in life greater 
than that of being able to provide for others the means of 
developing their intelligence towards the Good and the Beau- 
tiful, so realizing peace an] solidarity among mankind?’ 

“Ferrer was a fine looking man, greatly beloved. I have 
his picture. Tears of sorrow flood my eyes when I think of 
his murder. He would have been in London during the riots 
but for the sudden sickness of his little eight-year-old niece, 
whom he loved as one of his own family.” 

EVENTS AT BARCELONA 

The Rev. R. D. Smith, of the Bible House of Los Angeles, 
California, has recently visited Spain in the interest of his 
Society, the principal work of which is the publication of 
“Marked Spanish New Testaments,” for circulation in coun- 
tries where that language is spoken. On his way home he 
called at Christ’s Mission, on November 12, and mentioned 
many interesting facts about Barcelona and recent events 
there. He said that Professor Ferrer was a man of the 
highest character whose work was inspired by motives of the 
purest patriotism and love of his fellow men. Before his 
trial, civil rights were restored to all the rest of Catalonia 
except the district in which Barcelona is located, and that 
adjoining. The reason for the exclusion of these districts was 
that Ferrer would otherwise have been entitled to a civil 
trial, in which case acquittal would be almost certain; where- 
as his “removal” by court martial could be relied on. 

Mr. Smith reached Barcelona a few days after the riots, 
and saw the ruins of some of the churches, convents and 
monasteries that had been destroyed by the Catholic mob. 
One Mother Superior, as she was escaping from her con- 
vent, gave $30,000 to a friend to keep for her. Great wealth 
was found in the buildings destroyed, which were not looted 
by those who attacked them. What plundering took place 
was done by rough characters who followed in the steps of 
the anti-clericals. One Jesuit monastery proved to be a 
veritable fortress, and was defended by priests who used 
fire-arms of different kinds. 
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DR. MAC ARTHUR ON FERRER’S EXECUTION 

On Sunday, November 7, in an address before the regular 
morning service, Dr. R. S. MacArthur, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, in this city, said: 

Dr. Ferrer fell a martyr to the conflict between modernism 
and medizvalism which is being waged in this country as 
well as in Europe. The present Pope is ignorant and bigoted. 
He is a peasant whose training prevents him from taking a 
broad view. Even a Pope should have a glimmering of light 
that will enable him to have a conception of larger liberty. 
The fact is that the death of Professor Ferrer is a revival of 
the Inquisition in Spain, which has been the obedient servant 
of the Roman hierarchy. 

The Inquisition is largely responsible for keeping Spain in 
the ignorance, superstition and tyranny of the Middle Ages. 
The Roman Church is the foe of liberty in all countries and 
centuries, hating the light because its superstitions thrive 
best in darkness. It is the enemy of all true liberty both in 
Church and State. These radicals in Europe may go to dan- 
gerous extremes, but they are right in their philosophical and 
historical reasoning when they trace the death of Francisco 
Ferrer to the hatred of Rome to all modern schools. 

I do not indorse all the published views of Professor Fer- 
rer, some of which if he is correctly reported, are antagonistic 
to true religion, but this fact did not give Spain and the Ro- 
man Church the right to execute him in violation of law, 
justice and religion. We do not get rid of men by killing 
them. His trial was held by court martial, but it was not 
conducted in accordance with the general ideas of the laws 
of evidence. No witnesses were called and the evidence was 
by affidavits in which were quotations from the incendiary 
utterances of Ferrer’s speeches and editorials. It seems cer- 
tain that the Government esteemed him dangerous and was 
determined to get rid of him. 

He had been a director of the Modern School of Barcelona. 
He was charged with being an Anarchist, but the word 
Anarchist, like the word Socialist, has many meanings, and 
probably in the United States he would be only a radical. 
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Roman Catholic Appeals for Election 

One of the Tammany candidates for the Assembly at the 
November election in New York City declared in his address 
to the electors—a copy of which was sent to the Editor of The 
Converted Catholic, presumably because of his name—that he 
was born in the District, was thirty-five years old, was edu- 
cated in the public schools, and by the Christian Brothers, and 
“was graduated later from the Roman Catholic Cathedral 
School.”” Then he adds: “I am a member of the Catholic 
Benevolent Legion, the Knights of Columbus, the Improved 
Order of Red Men, Catholic Club, and a number of other fra- 
ternal and social organizations.” 

It is a hopeful augury for the future of the Republic that an 
effort like this to introduce religion into politics should be 
rebuked at the polls. Like so many other Tammany candi- 
dates, this outspoken Catholic failed of election. 

Another signal defeat for a Roman Catholic candidate was 
that of Judge Roesch, who was endorsed in public advertise- 
ments in all the papers by Right Rev. Monsignor Kearney, 
Very Rev. Monsignor Murphy and a score of other prominent 
priests. It is true that Judge Roesch was objectionable on 
moral as well as religious grounds to a large body of voters, 
but whatever chance he might have had was destroyed by this 
glaring priestly intervention in his behalf. We can all remem- 
ber the time when the endorsement of the priests in New York 
would be sufficient for the election of a candidate. In those 
days, twenty years ago or more, half the aldermen of the city 
were liquor dealers—and of course Roman Catholics. Every 
American citizen can be devoutly thankful for this happy 
change. It is noteworthy that no other candidates for election 
to public office, except Roman Catholics, make an appeal for 
votes on religious grounds. In proportion as the Catholics 
become really American in heart and sentiment they will resent 
the unscrupulous efforts of the hierarchy to treat the “Catholic 
vote” as an object of barter in exchange for political favors to 
advance the interests and promote the aggrandizement of the 
Roman Church and thus make it supreme in the nation. In- 


dependence of the hierarchy in politics will lead the Catholic 
people in America into spiritual freedom. 
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Editor O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal 
Gibbons 
Eighth Series. 
No. 10. 


331 West Fifty-seventh Street, New York, December, 1909. 

Sir:—We have come to the last month of another year, 
and you are glad that you are still alive to advocate and 
promote the interests of the Roman Catholic Church, or 
the Papal machine, whose function is analogous to that of the 
“steam roller” recently introduced into American party politics 
—to crush all dissent and opposition and produce uniformity 
and obedience to the “boss.” In your case the boss is the Pope 
of Rome, whose claims and pretensions are thus set forth by 
Cardinal Manning: 

“In his (Christ’s) right I am sovereign. I acknowledge 
no civil superior, I am the subject of no prince, and I claim 
more than this—I claim to be the supreme judge on earth 
and director of the consciences of men; of the peasant that 
tills the field and the prince that sits on the throne; of 
the household that sits in the shade of privacy and the legis- 
lature that makes laws for kingdoms. I am the sole last 
supreme judge on earth of what is right and wrong.” 

Twenty years ago I quoted these words in an address be- 
fore the Ministerial Union at Baltimore—your own city— 
and I then added that if the American people remained in- 
different to these pretensions or brushed them aside as 
ridiculous, there was danger that in some unforeseen crisis 
your Church would enforce its claim to absolute rule. I 
also pointed out that the continual protestations of loyalty 
to the Republic on the part of you and other Roman Cath- 
olics suggested that there was considerable doubt in the 
minds of all of you as to the possibility of your being good 
American citizens and loyal to our Republic, and at the 
same time obedient followers of the Pope of Rome. 

I can take some credit for having known the Catholic people 
and their aspirations for liberty and freedom, and when I said 
that there was considerable doubt in their minds as to the 
possibility of being loyal to the Republic and the Pope at the 
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same time, I felt that events would justify my opinion. The 
Catholics who have come here from Europe can appreciate our 
free institutions and enjoy the liberty, prosperity and progress 
this country affords. This is even more true of their children. 
But all alike realize in their intercourse with the American 
people that they cannot participate in the fullness of civil and 
religious freedom while they are subjects of the Pope of Rome. 
In the Papal system the conscience is controlled by ecclesi- 
astics who claim jurisdiction over the destiny of every indi- 
vidual. Hence the hope of heaven the priest holds out by his 
sacramental ministrations is conditional upon obedience to the 
mandates of the Church in all things, temporal as well as 
spiritual. That this priestly power is exercised in the domain 
of politics is evident from this extract from an encyclical by 
Pope Leo XIII, dated November 7, 1885: 


We exhort all Catholics to devote careful attention to public 
matters, and take part in all municipal affairs and elections and 
all public services, meetings and gatherings. All Catholics 
must make themselves felt as an active element in daily polit- 
ical life in countries where they live. All Catholics should 
exert their power to cause the constitutions of States to be 
modeled on the principles of the true Church. 

American Catholics who love this country are learning that 
they cannot obey this Papal edict and be good citizens like 
their neighbors; and I am thankful to say that it has been my 
privilege for the last thirty years to take part in creating this 
sentiment among them, and to live to see such gratifying prog- 
ress as recent events have demonstrated. 

You are still alive, Cardinal, this closing month of 1909; 
and, thank God, so am I, to witness the election of a converted 
Catholic to the Mayoralty of New York City, with its popu- 
lation of four millions and a half, and its fame as “the greatest 
Catholic city in the world.” This event is as significant as the 
election of the distinguished Hebrew, Mr. Nathan, to be Mayor 
of Rome, the city of the Pope. William J. Gaynor, who will 
be the Mayor of New York on January 1, 1910, was brought up 
a Roman Catholic, and in his youth became a member of the 
Order of the Christian Brothers. But he soon outgrew the 
Romanism of his parents, and by his intellectual ability and 
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uprightness of character attained distinction at the bar, which 
culminated in his election years ago to the Supreme Court 
bench. 

There are certain times when it seems as if Almighty God 
came forth from His dwelling place to show Himself strong 
on behalf of truth and righteousness. For many years past 
the rewards that have been won all over the country by the 
zealous and energetic representatives of the Pope from poli- 
ticians and other prominent men have been such as to create 
in the minds of patriotic Americans no small apprehensions 
as to the future of our free institutions. I need not specify. 

Last month, however, in the providence of God, right here 
in the great stronghold of your Church in this country, Tam- 
many Hall—which is, in all essential features, a pocket edition 
of the organization of your Church itself—received one of the 
severest blows in the political history of this city. “The over- 
throw of Tammany!” was the cry that rang out, not only 
through the great city of New York, but throughout the 
United States, when Judge William J. Gaynor was elected 
Mayor of America’s metropolis. 

Among the mayors of New York City since its incorporation 
there have been a few Catholics: William R. Grace in 1881-2 
and again in 1885-6; Hugh J. Grant in 1892; and Thomas F. 
Gilroy in 1894; and one of these, Hugh J. Grant, disgraced his 
office when, at a public meeting at Cooper Union, at which 
Archbishop Corrigan was present, he actually knelt down on 
the platform before the prelate and kissed his ring, thus mak- 
ing, in his person, the most enlightened and most advanced 
city on the’continent bow in obeisance to the representative of 
the Vatican, which is the most active and powerful foe on 
earth of every form of modern progress. 

Judge Gaynor is the first converted Catholic to be elected 
Mayor of New York, in spite of the thunders of your Church. 
Here is part of the sermon of the Rev. William F. Dougherty, 
rector of the Roman Catholic Church of St. Athanasius, Fox 
and Tiffany streets, this city, the Sunday before election: 

There is one candidate who seeks our votes who is utterly 


unworthy. I havea letter written by Brother Jerome of Man- 
hattan College, in which he says that this man was for several 
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years a teaching Brother in the Order of the Christian Broth- 
ers. This man has denied his God. He has turned traitor. 
He has vioiated the sacred marriage tie by a divorce, and is 
an atheist. 

I am a Democrat, and on Tuesday I will vote the Demo- 
cratic ticket, but I will cut off the head of that ticket. This is 
the sort of man a big political organization of this city presents 
to us and asks us to vote for. This is the character of the-man 
they want us to put in office, to rule us and make laws for us. 
Let us, I say, not be carried away by feeling, but rather exer- 
cise our conscience. 

That this candidate was a man not acceptable to us Cath- 
olics was known some time ago. I am assured that before the 
nomination was made Archbishop Farley asked those in power 
in that man’s party not to name him for office, because he was 
offensive to Catholics. Those of our faith are now to meet a 
crisis, and they should meet it in the only way possible. 


Judge Gaynor is not an atheist, but he and his wife and 
seven children are members of a Protestant Episcopal Church 
in Brooklyn. As regards the divorce from his Roman Catholic 


wife, Judge Morgan J. O’Brien, one of the most prominent 
Catholics in New York, said: 


I saw General Tracy about that divorce, and he told me that 
no man could have acted more generously. His first wife had 
a husband living, of which Judge Gaynor had no knowledge 
when he was married to her. When he discovered it he talked 
with her about it, and she admitted the truth. They discussed 
it, and decided to have a divorce. Judge Gaynor’s action could 
not have been more chivalrous, for he could have caused her 
prosecution. He did not do that, and the divorce was obtained 
in proper form by Judge Gaynor. 


That the Church of Rome did not desire the election of 
Judge Gaynor is evident from an editorial article in a Roman 
Catholic paper, the Western Watchman, of St. Louis, October 
14, 1909, in which the priest-editor, Rev. D. S. Phelan, pro- 
pounds the real good old Roman Catholic doctrine concerning 
those who leave the Church. This editorial was distributed 
in circular form and mailed to all the registered voters of this 


city. Let me give some extracts from this typical Roman 
Catholic document: 
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FATHER PHELAN’S FULMINATION AGAINST JUDGE GAYNOR 


Tammany Hall is tempting fate in putting up for the 
Mayoralty of New York Justice Gaynor. He will be over- 
whelmingly defeated, as he deserves to be. This man Gaynor 
is a Catholic, and the son of excellent Catholic parents. When 
a young man he joined the Christian Brothers, but he left 
them, studied law and was admitted to practice, and soon rose 
to prominence in his profession. 

In due course of time Mr. Gaynor married an excellent 
Catholic girl and settled down to home life. We do not know 
what came between him and his wife, but there was a divorce, 
and Gaynor took up with another woman and married her 
after the manner of the Protestants. She is an Episcopalian, 
and her children are being brought up Protestants. It is said 
he frequently accompanies her to her church. 

In the face of these facts Murphy, sachem of Tammany Hall, 
had Gaynor nominated for Mayor of Greater New York; and 
the latter will face the voters of Gotham the Tuesday after the 
second Monday of November. We say he will be swamped; 
and we base our prediction on the vote of the Catholics of 
New York. . . . Gaynor has only availed himself of the 
laws of the country in taking another wife; and the Catholics 
in opposing him in consequence of his divorce and second mar- 
riage are mixing religion and politics; a thing that is very un- 
American. To this we answer that we do not think that any 
man can be a good citizen or officer who is a bad Catholic. A 
man who tramples upon his baptismal vows, renewed at his 
First Communion, and who renounces his faith and his Church, 
by that very act denies God and his conscience. Protestants 
think that it is possible for an honest man to change his 
religion. Catholics believe so also, provided the change is from 
one Protestant sect to another, or from a Protestant sect to 
the Catholic Church. But Catholics not only believe, but 
know, with a knowledge as firm as the rock of Gibraltar, that 
the man who apostatizes from the Catholic Church is an un- 
mitigated scoundrel, a renegade to every honest and honorable 
principle. 

People may call that bigotry. It matters not what it is 
called; there is not a Catholic in the world who would not 
prefer to see his mother or sister dead than turned Protestant. 
Speaking for ourselves, we would rather see a relation of ours 
hanged than a renegade from his religion. Many a decent 
man has been hanged. Many a culprit died a holy death on 
the scaffold. But a Catholic apostate, if he dies in his apos- 
tasy, is damned as sure as Dives or Judas was damned. 

Say that it is mixing religion and politics for a Catholic to 
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vote against a man purely for an offense against the Catholic 
Church. As between a Catholic apostate and Beelzebub, give 
us Beelzebub every time for any office or employment. 

Notwithstanding this opposition, Judge Gaynor was elected 
by 70,000 majority. The Catholics who are American voters 
paid little heed to the fulminations of your Church. As a body 
they voted for the man they preferred, while practically all the 
Roman Catholics on the Tammany ticket were defeated. 
Those Catholics who are more Roman than American voted 
against Gaynor, like James J. Martin, City Chamberlain, and 
for twenty years Tammany leader of the Twenty-seventh 
Assembly District. He wrote to Mayor-Elect Gaynor on 
November 4, resigning his office; and the New York Herald 
quotes him as saying in explanation of that action: “I would 
not accept a reappointment from Judge Gaynor. I did not 
support him at the polls.” 

The election of Judge Gaynor, under these circumstances, 
must give fresh heart of cheer to all who desire the emanci- 
pation of the Catholic people from the yoke of Rome. The 
doctrines of your Church are to-day the same as they were in 
the days of the “infallible” Pope Boniface VIII, who, in 1302, 
by the notorious Bull “Unam Sanctam,” declared the Pope 
to be supreme over every other earthly ruler, and that “it is 
altogether necessary for salvation for every human being to 
be subject to the Roman Pontiff.” 

In the interest of public and private righteousness, all true 
Americans must rejoice in the election of Judge Gaynor and 
the vindication of the principle of religious liberty. In this 
work the Catholics who are not slaves of Rome will take a 
conspicuous part. It is a Roman Catholic paper, the Beacon, 
of this city, which said in its issue of November 6: 

“Fifty years hence the children of Catholics who are now 
mixed up in church quarrels will be rabid haters of the Church. 
There is hope for the ordinary Protestant. But not for them.” 

That is what you, Cardinal, and the hierarchy are saying of 
the Catholics in France and Italy who have successfully 
opposed the Church in their desire for liberty and freedom. 
Yours truly, James A. O’Connor. 
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Bits of Correspondence 
In sending the name of a new subscriber, a Brooklyn corre- 
is a Roman Catholic. He told 
me that he was pleased with The Converted Catholic, and at 
once subscribed for it.” 








From Washington, D. C.: Please enter my name as a sub- 
scriber to The Converted Catholic, for which I enclose one 
dollar. 

You have an awful nerve to oppose that powerful Church, 
and I admire you for it. If I were rich I would help you in 
your good work. W. S. 





From Missouri: Grace be unto you and peace and love be 
multiplied. I cannot find language adequate to express my 
appreciation of the precious Magazine God is publishing 
through you and of the glorious work in which you are en- 
gaged. I wish I had some money to invest in your work the 
better to express my gratitude. Every number of The Con- 
verted Catholic is valuable, and I purpose that they shall be 
sent from our home to enlighten and emancipate some en- 
slaved Romanist who is perishing for just such truths as your 
Magazine contains. Oh, may God awaken the professed 
Protestants of our heaven favored land, and help us to do all 
jin our power to spread the truth with pen and voice and 
money, to avoid the calamity that threatens us. 7: 





A letter from a friend in Detroit, Mich., contains the follow- 
ing passage: “My heart is thrilled with joy as I read my copy 
of your Magazine to-day—especially as I came in from a talk 
with a Roman Catholic master workman who is doing some 
work for me. I told him about our Italian mission, so success- 
fully carried on by the Rev. Pasquale De Carlo, who usually 
has two hundred persons in his congregation. 

“I thought that my workman was a Protestant, and asked 
him what church he attended. He said: ‘I am a Cetholic, but 
I never go to church because I don’t believe in confessing my 
sins to a priest, and in other things that my church teaches.’ 

“TI had an interesting conversation with him, and gave him 
some information about his own Church that he did not know 
before. I also told him about your Magazine and gave him a 
copy to read, which he received gladly.” 
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Good Books for Winter Reading 


The reading circles in connection with the literary and 
social organizations of the various churches, men’s clubs 
and young people’s societies, will find the following list of 
books valuable in the selection of works for study and dis- 
cussion during this season. They are reliable, and accurate 
in statement, and the facts of history are set forth in clear 
and forcible terms by writers of experience and sound scholar- 
ship. In the treatment of controverted subjects these books 
are eminently fair and dispassionate. 

“The History of Protestantism,” by Rev. J. A. Wylie, 
LL.D., in three large volumes, finely illustrated, is a standard 
work; price, $6.00. 

“The Protestant Dictionary” is a treasury of facts concern- 
ing the history, doctrines and practices of the Christian 
Church; price, $5.00. 


“The Secret History of the Oxford Movement,” by Walter 
Walsh; price, $1.00. 


Works relating to Calvin at various prices from 75 cents 
to $1.50. 

Father Chiniquy’s two great works, “Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome” ($2.25) and “Forty Years in the Church 
of Christ” ($2.50). 


“The Letters of Martin Luther,” a fascinating work; price, 
$3.50. 

“The New Reformation,” by the Rev. Dr. John A. Bain; 
price, $1.50. Though this work was published only recently, 
a second edition has been issued to meet the demand for 
information regarding the development of the movements 
away from Rome in so many countries at the present time 


and the conversion of Roman Catholics to the Protestant 
faith. 


“Roads From Rome,” by Rev. Dr. C. S. Isaacson; price, 
$1.00. In this volume are found sketches of many converted 
priests and prominent Catholics with accounts of their rea- 


sons for leaving the Roman Catholic Church and becoming 
Protestants. 
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“The Roman Catholic Church in Italy,” by Rev. Dr. Robert- 
son; price, $1.50. 

‘“‘Foxe’s Book of Martyrs,” 1,080 pages; price, $1.50. 

“Modern Romanism Examined,” by Rev. H. W. Dearden, 
M.A., 412 pages; price, $1.00. 

“The Christian as Protestant,’ by Rev. Dr. R. J. Drum- 
mond; price, $1.00. 

Joseph Hocking’s most interesting works relating to Ro- 
man Catholicism—“The Woman of Babylon,” “The Scarlet 
Woman,” “The Sword of the Lord,” relating to the time of 
Martin Luther, and “Follow the Gleam,” which treats of the 
days of Oliver Cromwell; each, price, $1.50. 

“Priests and People in Ireland,” by Counsellor M. J. Mc- 
Carthy; popular edition, 50 cents. 

“The Double Doctrine of the Church of Rome,” by the 
Baroness Von Zedtwitz; price, 40 cents. 

“Geraldine de Lisle”; price, 60 cents. 

“Aimee’s Marriage,” by the late Miss Pamela H. Cowan; 
price, $1.00. 

“The Escaped Nun (Dame Maurus), by Margaret Mary 
Moult; price, 60 cents. 


The Bound Volumes of The Converted Catholic, from 1883 
to 1909, as far as they can be supplied. A list of the volumes 
on hand will be sent on application. Address James A. 
O’Connor, 331 West 57th street, New York. 





Form of Bequest to Christ’s Mission 
I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York. according to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $ to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE, 


Specially designed for the instruction of Protestants regarding Ro- 
manism, and the enlightenment and conversion of Roman Catho- 
lics to the Evangelical Faith. 


JAMES A, O’CONNOR, Pustisue_r, 
331 West 57th St., New York. 
SUDAP OC, GON Weincad acide cd Saadeccanesscscdecanncaccncaves $1.00 





Entered at the Post Office, New York, as second class matter. 
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Two Good Premiums for One New Subscriber 

Through the kindness cf the Publishers, The Drummond 
Tract Depot, Stirling, Scotland, we are able to offer the inter- 
esting book, “Geraldine de Lisle,” free for one new subscriber 
to The Converted Catholic. This excellent work appeared as 
a serial in The Converted Catholic, and was much appreciated 
by our readers. Its circulation in book form will do great good, 
and it will be read with renewed interest by the friends who 
enjoyed it in the Magazine. Our present subscribers can have 
the book sent to them by mail for 75 cents, but by remitting 
one dollar for a new subscriber it will be sent free. 

THE ESCAPED NUN--MARGARET MARY MOULT 

Readers of The Converted Catholic will remember that last 
spring a young nun escaped from a convent in England. This 
lady, Dame Maurus, whose picture as a nun, and now out of 
the convent, appears on p. 421, has written a deeply interesting 
account of her life in the convent and her escape, in a book of 
300 pages, which will be sent free for one new subscriber to 
The Converted Catholic. The price of the book, which is im- 
ported from England, will be fifty cents to our readers. But 
we hope they will send for the book and the Magazine with 
the name of a new subscriber for one dollar. 





Subscriptions Now Due for 1910 

The annual subscriptions for The Converted Catholic for 
Ig!1o0 are now due, and it is of great importance that they 
should be paid this month, so that the New Year may begin 
under bright auspices for both publisher and readers. As we 
said last month, who pays promptly pays double, though in- 
deed the Magazine is worth more than a dollar a year; and in 
view of the increased cost of printing, it would be according to 
the fitness of things if each subscriber would double the con- 


tribution. We hope all our good friends will appreciate the 
suggestion. 





Bound Volume XXVI, for 1909 


This issue of The Converted Catholic closes Volume XXVI, 
which in view of the important events will, we are confident, 
equal in interest any previous Volume. This Volume for 1909, 
handsomely bound in cloth, will be Sent2post fuee for, $1.25. 
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